
 

Ryhill Junior, Infant & Nursery School 
Together we can achieve 

 
Chapel Street, Ryhill, Wakefield, West Yorkshire WF4 2AD 

Telephone: 01226 722530   

E-mail: headteacher@ryhill.wakefield.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs E. Jones 

 
 
 

 

20th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
Phased Re-opening of School from 1st June 
 
I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe. I am now in a position to share with you an 
outline of our plans for the possible phased reopening of school from the 1st June, further 
information will be sent to you once confirmation is received from the Government that 
school is definitely re-opening. Given the level of planning and changes to the school 

environment that are needed to minimise the risk of infection to our school community, I am 
sure you can appreciate the amount of work that has gone into this planning process and the 
challenges we have had to overcome and will continue to be met. 
 
We have closely followed the government’s guidance and have considered and prepared 
plans. The government acknowledge that all schools are different, and it is not possible for 
them to set specific national guidelines that could be universally applicable. The safety of our 
staff, pupils and local community remains our priority and we have attempted to adopt a 
common-sense approach to minimise risk as much as possible. It is important to us that our 
approach is controlled and gradual.  
 
Precautions we will be taking include:  
  

 Limiting class sizes 

 Staggering break times, and pick-up and drop-off times  

 Increased cleaning – including a shortened school day on a Friday to allow for 
additional cleaning.   

 Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home 
  
In summary, our plans provide provision to enable a number of children to return to school. 
They allow small groups of no more than 15 pupils per class and we currently have 2 class 
bases per year group available. Our intention is to initially continue to offer priority places to 
key worker, vulnerable and EHCP children and then children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6, however this is conditional and may be changed in the light of circumstances 

that are not in our control such as staff illness or high numbers of key worker children. We are 
anticipating an increase in the number of workers having to return to their places of 
employment which is why we are prioritising the key worker group first at our school.  
 
Following this, and as capacity allows, we will communicate regularly with you where we are 
within these guidelines. At this moment in time, almost all parents/carers have been contacted 
in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 via Class Dojo in order to seek their answer on 
whether or not their child(ren) will be returning after 1st June. This has given us a good 
indication of potential numbers.  
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When making a decision on whether to send your child to school as a key worker, please 
consider this option carefully. We only have a limited number of places available and want to 
make sure those that need it the most have the opportunity to take up a place. 
  
From the 1st June, places will continue to be offered to vulnerable, EHCP and key worker 
children. In addition to this children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will be welcomed 
back into school.  Please be aware that there will be a change to school timings in 
addition to which as a temporary measure school will be closing after lunchtime on a 
Friday afternoon, for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to allow for additional 
cleaning.  

 
If you feel you meet the key worker criteria and would like a place at school for your 
child from June 1st, you must let the school office know as soon as possible (via 
telephone, email or Dojo) to allow for us to plan measures in school. Once the place 
limit for this group has been reached, unfortunately we would then have no other option 
than to accommodate these children in other areas of school and close other year 
groups (starting with Year 6). 
 
I understand that this time is undoubtedly a difficult one for many families and you may feel 
anxious about sending your child back to school, this is completely understandable. I want to 
reassure you again that we will not be pressuring parents to send their children to school – 
you know what is best for your child’s health and wellbeing. We will provide you with more 
details on the arrangements for reopening in the coming weeks, so you can make the 
appropriate decision and rest assured there will be no penalties for non-attendance 
(government guidance). If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone 
who is in this group, they should not come back to school and should continue home learning. 
If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow 
medical advice to decide if they should come back to school.  Please let me reassure you that 
home learning will continue to be set for all year groups. 
 
Although the strict guidelines and approaches during this challenging time will be difficult for 
the children to adapt to and understand, we will make every effort to ensure the experience is 
as positive as possible.  
 
Thank you for the time you have given to reading this and your continued support during this 
time. 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Mrs E Jones (Head teacher)  
 
  



 

Appendix – additional information  
 
Proposed opening times – Please note these may be subject to change 
 
Nursery – morning session: 8.45 to 11.30 and afternoon session 12.30 to 15.15 (no afternoon 
session on a Friday) 
Reception – 9.15 to 15.00 (13.00 finish on Friday) 
Year 1 – 9.00 to 14.45 (12.30 finish on Friday) 
Year 6 – 8.30 to 14.30 (12.00 finish on Friday) 
Key workers – 8.45 to 15.00 (the same as we have operated since 23rd March) 
 
Dinners 
 
There will be no hot dinners served in school after 1st June. The dinners provided will be in the 
form of sandwiches (ham, cheese and tuna), a salad pot (carrots sticks or cucumber), a biscuit 
and a pudding. Children in Reception and Year 1 have the option of a free meal under the 
universal infant free school meal policy. A free meal will also be provided for pupils that qualify 
for benefits-related free school meals. Other pupils attending are also able to take the option 
of a school meal and pay for via ParentPay, or bring a packed lunch.  
 


