
Year 1 – Wassily Kandinsky 
Knowledge Organiser  
 

Who is Kandinsky? 
 

Famous Paintings 

 

 
• A Russian painter. 

• Many people think he was the 

first abstract artist.  

• He was the first painter to stop 

painting pictures of things and 

instead paint just using colours 

and shapes.  

• He began painting when he 

was 30. 

  
 

  

 

Key Vocabulary Definition 

Primary Yellow, red, blue 

Secondary colours Colours mixed using primary 

Abstract art Art that is not intended to show images of our everyday world 

 

Prior knowledge from Reception 

 
• Making zig zag, curved and straight lines 

• Mixing colours 

• Repeating patterns                      

      
 

Skills for Circle Painting 

 
• Experiment with mixing colours together. Use white to make them lighter, and black to make them darker. Practice until 

you have lots of colours that you like.   

• In each square of a template, paint a dot. Use a different colour for each one.   

• Round each dot, paint a circle in a different colour.  

• Round each circle, paint an even bigger circle in a new colour.  

• Fill in any white space you have left in each square in another colour. 

      
 

How do I produce art like Kandinsky? 

 

 

 
 

A child’s Kandinsky-

style concentric circle 

painting 
 

      

Things you’ll need: 

Pencil, A3 drawing paper, paint, paint brushes, paper towels, jar with water. 

 

Step 1: 

Turn on your music! Abstract painting is about hearing music in colours and seeing colours in 

music! 

 

Step 2: 

Split your A3 page into six equal squares (creating a 3x2 grid). 

 

Step 3: 

In each square, draw in pencil an outer circle (the same size in each square), then middle 

and inner circles. 

 

Step 4: 

Paint your circles! Try to avoid using the same colour twice in any square. Paint from the 

outside in. Try carefully to stay inside the lines – this will stop you from smudging colours! 

 

Step 5: 

Leave your painting to dry. After it has dried, add a second coat to any areas in which you 

have gone over the lines! 

 

 


