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Biography 
 

Significant Works 

 

 

Julian Opie is a visual artist of the New British 

Sculpture movement. 

In his early work, Opie made steel sculptures 

of domestic appliances, architectural 

structures and abstract, geometrical 

shapes. 

He produced a series of painted metal 

sculptures that combined loosely painted 

imagery with steel shapes. 

Portraits and animated walking figures, 

rendered with minimal detail in black line 

drawing, are hallmarks of the artist's style. 

Opie was born in 1958 in London, and he 

was raised in the city of Oxford. He now lives 

and works in London, England. 

  

 

 

Portrait of Blur is one of Opie’s most 

famous portraits. He designed the 

album cover for British pop band Blur in 

2000. He won a music week CADS 

award for best illustration. 

 

Anne Dancing was the first artwork 

installed on the Indianapolis Cultural 

Trail. The sculpture consists of four 

rectilinear panels of light-emitting 

diode (LED) screens that each display 

the same animated image in orange 

of a woman on all four panels. 

 
Galloping Horse Sculpture - It is formed 

from LEDs which animates the 

sculpture, making the horse appear to 

run through the historic landscape. The 

work of art represents the horses that 

were once stabled where it stands at 

the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Opie London Oxford Visual Minimal Animated 
Light-emitting 

diode (LED) 

 Monumental Sculpture Human Form Pop Art Minimalism Portrait  

 

Styles and Techniques 

Sculpture Minimalism/Pop Art 

Sculpture is a type of visual art that operates in 

three dimensions (unlike 2-D paintings). Sculptures 

used to always be carving into stone, metals, 

ceramics and wood (statues), but now sculptors 

use lots of different materials and places. 

 

Embracing the long tradition of portraiture 

in the history of art, Opie’s work aims to 

interrogate how images are perceived 

and understood. He does this by reducing 

them to their most essential elements – as 

a road or toilet sign would – to create a 

drawing, painting, print or moving image 

that is minimal, even cartoon-like, in style.  

He uses block colours, simple facial 

features and thick black lines. His portraits 

have a pop art feel to them and his most 

famous piece is the cover of a Blur album.  

 

 

How do I produce art like Opie? 

A child’s Opie -
style portrait 

Things you’ll need: Coloured paper, black broad tipped marker pen, plastic wallet, portrait of your face 

Step 1: Put your portrait in to the plastic wallet. Using your finger, trace the outline of the image to show how Opie would 

have drawn the image. 

Step 2: Using your marker pen trace the outline of the photograph using Opie style lines like dots for eyes and simple lines for 

eyebrows, nostrils and lips. 

Step 3: Now draw the face edge, hair and clothes outline. Then, replace your portrait with a piece of coloured or white 

paper. 

Step 4: You have your finished Opie style portrait. You could finish by adding bright colours to your portrait if you have used 

white paper. 

 

Julian Opie Timeline 

1958 
 Opie is 

born in 

London, 

England. 

 

1972-77                            
He attended 

Magdalen 

College 

School, 

Oxford. 

 

1978-79                            

Attended 

Chelsea 

School of 

Art, London, 

England 

 

1979                            

Attended 

Goldsmith’s 

College of 

Art, 

London, 

England. 

1980                             

Opie emerged 

as an influential 

figure in the 

British art scene 

of the 1980s. 

1983                                

First one-

person show 

at the Lisson 

Gallery, 

London 

 

1985                            

Exhibited 

at the 

Institute of 

Contempo

rary Arts, 

London 

1995 

He was awarded 

the Sargent 

Fellowship at the 

British School at 

Rome. 

2000                        

Music Week 

CADS, Best 

Illustration 

for Best of 

Blur. 

 

2006 

He created 

an LED 

projection for 

U2's Vertigo 

world tour. 

2007 

Ann Dancing 

was installed 

artwork on 

the 

Indianapolis 

Cultural Trail. 

2010 

He created a 

portrait of the 

inventor and 

engineer Sir 

James Dyson, 

titled James, 

Inventor. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_British_Sculpture
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