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Biography 
 

Significant Works 

 Carl Giles was a cartoonist best known for his 

work for the British newspaper the Daily 

Express.  

He was born in Islington in 1916, Carl started 

his artistic career as an animator and 

became a major newspaper cartoonist from 

1947 to 1991.   

He created a cartoon ‘Giles Family’, which 

was a fantasy of a working-class household 

living a comfortable middle-class life. The 

most popular character was Grandma. 

He was influenced by the cartoonist for 

Punch, Graham Laidler (known as Pont) and 

by Bruce Bairnsfather. 

His ‘back to school’ feature of 1953 inspired 

artist Leo Baxendale to create the comic strip 

‘The Bash Street Kids’ which featured in the 

comic, The Beano. 

He died in 1995. 

 

   
The Giles Family - The Giles family is a fictional British 

family created by cartoonist Carl Giles at the end of 

World War II, appearing first on 5 August 1945.  

The family belongs to the better-off British working class 

and is usually seen living in a semi-detached house. The 

scenes in which they are shown usually comment on a 

topic headlining the news of the day.  

The most remembered is the queen of the family, 

known simply as Grandma. There is a statue of 

Grandma in Queen Street in Ipswich, England where 

she stands looking up at the newspaper office window 

where Carl Giles used to work. 

 

Much of Giles's World War II work 

before had been cartoons featuring 

Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini and the 

typical British Tommy, but he felt the 

need to expand after the War, by 

creating the Giles Family.  
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Styles and Techniques 

Cartoons 

A cartoon is an illustration or 

animation designed to be funny. 

A cartoonist is a visual artist who 

specializes in drawing cartoons or 

comics. The main characteristics of 

this art style are thick outlines, very 

geometric shapes and bright colours. 

Carl Giles cartoon style was a single 

topical highly detailed panel, usually 

with a great deal more going on 

than the single joke.  

 

• In 1937 Disney’s 

Snow White and The 

Seven Dwarfs was 

the first major full-

length cartoon film. 

• Mickey Mouse is the 

most famous 

cartoon created by 

Walt Disney. 

Facts about cartoons 

• In the late 17th century the word ‘cartoon’ was applied to any 

drawing on stout paper or card. 

• In 1843, the magazine Punch became the first to apply it to 

humorous drawings.  

• The first known use of the word cartoon for an animation was 

100 years ago in October 1916. 

 

How do I produce a cartoon like Giles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A child’s Giles 

inspired cartoon 

Things you’ll need: HB pencil, black marker pen, paper, crayons, colour pencils, watercolours. 

Step 1: Use your imagination and decide on what you want your cartoon to be about. Take inspiration from current events and the 

news. Remember to include relatable details to help people connect to the characters in your animation. 

Step 2: The first thing to do in cartooning is to make the draft illustration of the character using a pencil, preferably an HB pencil. The 

draft consists of the main shapes of the cartoon character’s body and clothes, the position, the expression, and the hair. 

Step 3: Draw the cartoon character using a pen. A drawing pen is the preferred pen to use in papers since it provides you a variety of 

choices of width. Erase the pencil marks using an eraser and colour as you like. 

Step 4: Draw the basic background draft. Use simple shapes and lines. Add more details to the background that will make it more 

appealing. Draw the background using a pen. 

Step 5: Erase the pencil marks and add shadowing. Complete your cartoon by colouring in the background. 

 

 

Carl Giles Timeline 

1916 

He was born in 

Islington, north 

London, on 29 

September. 

1929                           

After leaving 

school at the 

age of 14 he 

worked as an 

office boy for 

Superads. 

1935                     

He began work 

for producer 

Alexander 

Korda on a 

colour cartoon 

film, The Fox 

Hunt. 

1937 

 Giles started 

work as a 

cartoonist for 

the left-wing 

Sunday 

newspaper 

Reynolds News. 

1943                                        

He began 

working for the 

Daily Express 

and Sunday 

Express. 

1943                            

His first cartoon 

for his new 

employers 

appeared in 

the 3rd 

October 1943 

edition. 

1945                        

He became 

the Daily 

Express' "War 

Correspondent 

Cartoonist". 

1959               

He was 

awarded an 

OBE. Among 

his fans were 

the British Royal 

Family. 

 

1989                 

Giles quit 

working for The 

Daily Express in 

1989. 

 

1991             He 

continued to 

work for the 

Sunday Express 

until 1991. 

 

1995 

He died aged 

78 ay Ipswich 

hospital. 
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