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Biography 
 

Significant Works 

 

Barbara Hepworth was born in Wakefield, 

Yorkshire, UK, in 1903. 

She was an English artist and sculptor. She was 

part of the modernism movement – a group who 

wanted to experiment with new techniques and 

draw attention to the process involved in making 

a work of art.  

Hepworth is one of the most famous women 

artists and is known all over the world. She is 

known for her modern sculptures, made from 

materials such as stone, wood and bronze. 

She won a scholarship to study at Leeds School 

of Art from 1920. She became friends with the 

now famous artist Henry Moore. In 1921 she won 

a scholarship to the Royal College of Art and 

studied there until 1924. 

Hepworth lived and worked in St Ives until she 

died in an accidental fire at her studios in 1975, 

at the age of 72.  

  Pierced Form is an abstract sculpture with a pierced 

hole. Hepworth was the first to sculpt the pierced 

figures that are characteristic of both her own work 

and, later, that of Henry Moore. 

Mother and Child is a small abstract stone sculpture. 

Both mother and child appear to have been carved 

from the same piece of Cumberland alabaster. Both 

parts are a warm brownish-grey colour and have 

black, grey, white and brown veining running across 

them. Each of the figures has a nodule-shaped head 

with a single white eye drilled into it, and there is a 

large opening in the centre of the work that denotes 

the space beneath the mother’s arm as it rests upon 

her leg. 

Family of Man is a beautiful representation of figures 

in the landscape and is one of the last major works 

Hepworth completed before her death. This has 

been on public display at Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

(YSP) since 1980. There are nine upright figures which 

resemble one another, like a family. 
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Styles and Techniques 

Modernism Sculpture 

Modernism – Hepworth was known for being 

a pioneer in modernism, she helped to 

forever change the course of British 

sculpture. Hepworth’s abstract forms led her 

to become a key figure in the history of 

modernism. 

Hepworth was the first to sculpt the pierced 

figures that are characteristic of both her 

own work and, later, that of Henry Moore. They would lead in the path to 

modernism in sculpture.  

 

Sculpture is the art of making two- or three-

dimensional representative or abstract forms, 

especially by carving stone or wood or by 

casting metal or plaster. Hepworth along with 

her professional rival Henry Moore, was a 

pioneer in the field of modern sculpture and she 

is considered among the greatest sculptors of 

the twentieth century. Her most famous 

masterpieces are her pierced sculptures like 

Single Form and Pierced Form.  

Barbara learned to carve marble from the master sculptor, Giovanni Ardini. 

By the early 1930s she had completely moved to abstraction in her sculptures 

and she soon introduced piercing to abstract sculpture 

 

 

How do I produce art like Barbara Hepworth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things you’ll need: charcoal, clay, clay modelling tool, acrylic paint. 

Step 1: Sketch your design. You should always draw out your design before you start. It doesn't have to be a good drawing, but it 

does need to give you a solid road-map for what you're going to do. Draw the sculpture from several different angles, so that you 

can understand how different areas meet up, the height at which different pieces need to be, actual scale etc. 

Step 2: Build your armature. Armature is a word used for "support structure". Think of your armature as your sculpture's bones. The 

armature is important, as it will keep the piece from becoming too delicate and easily broken. 

Step 3: Add your filler. The filler is a bit like the muscles of your sculpture. 

Step 4: Forming your sculpture. Start with large sections before adding smaller sections then sculpt the finer details. 

Step 5: Add any texture or paint to your sculpture and then leave it to dry. 

 

Barbara Hepworth Timeline 

1903                          

Born in 

Wakefield, 

Yorkshire, 

UK. 

1920 

She won a 

scholarship to 

study at Leeds 

School of Art 

and met 

Henry Moore 

who she 

became 

good friends 

with. 

1925                        

She 

married 

John 

Skeaping 

in 

Florence, 

Italy. 

1932 

Creates 

‘Pierced Form’ 

1933                        

 She travelled to 

France, met Piet 

Mondrian and G

eorges Braque, 

and visited the 

studio of Pablo 

Picasso. 

1938                                            

After the 

breakdown of her 

first marriage, she 

married abstract 

painter, Ben 

Nicholson. 

 

1939                            

She moved 

to St Ives, 

Cornwall, 

where she 

lived for the 

rest of her 

life.  

 

1956 

Creates 

‘Curved 

Forms’ 

1960  

She bought 

the Palais de 

Danse (a 

cinema 

building) 

and 

converted it 

into a large-

scale studio. 

 

1963 

Creates 

‘Two 

Circles’                                            

1975 

She died in 

a fire at her 

studios. She 

was 72. 
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