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Introduction 

 
Geography is the study of places. It explores the relationships between the world 

and its people. It studies the location of the physical and human features of the 

earth and the processes, systems and inter-relationships that create and influence 

them. It examines how people affect, manage and sustain their environment.  

Geographical enquiry helps children to learn about their immediate surroundings, 

the broader world and how the environment can affect their lives and determine 

decision-making. The study of geography helps to develop a sense of identity and 

promotes responsible citizenship. 

 

Aims 

 

At Ryhill Junior, Infant and Nursery School we aim to: 

 

• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places; 

both terrestrial and marine, including their defining physical and human 

characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for 

understanding the actions of processes 

• Create an understanding of the processes that give rise to key physical and 

human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent 

and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 

• Be competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and 

communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of 

fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 

diagrams, globes and aerial photographs 

• Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including 

through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length 

(As outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum) 

 

Objectives of the Geography curriculum 

 

Children will be taught a range of knowledge and skills in Key Stage One and Key 

Stage Two. Both key stages will focus on locational knowledge, place knowledge, 

human and physical geography and geographical skills and fieldwork, with a 

focus on our local area wherever possible.  

 

Foundation Stage: 

 

The geography curriculum is known as; Understanding of the World and is 

organised via class themes, topics and interests. Children cover the three aspects 

of physical, human and environmental geography. The Geographical skills listed 

below are incorporated into the various topics:  
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• use correct geographical vocabulary  

• use and develop enquiry skills  

• draw information from a simple map 

• form views and opinions about the environment  

• be aware of the local environment  

• be aware of the wider world  

• be aware of ICT within Geography  

 

Key Stage One: 

 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their 

locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary and begin to 

use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their 

locational awareness. The Geographical skills listed below are incorporated into 

the various themes:  

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans;  

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas;  

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and 

of a small area in a contrasting non-European country;  

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and 

the North and South Poles;  

• use basic geographical vocabulary to key physical and human features;  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify key areas of interest,  

• Be able to use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language to describe the location of features 

and routes on a map;  

• use aerial photographs, create simple maps and use symbols to create a 

key;  

• conduct simple fieldwork and observations to study the locality of the school 

and the surrounding area.  

 

Key Stage Two: 

 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to 

include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include 

the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 

and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, 

understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, 

and major cities;  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical 

regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
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topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 

land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time;  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones (including day and night); 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 

in a European country, and a region within North or South America;  

• describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography;  

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied;  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world;  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

Field Work 

 

It is encouraged that teachers plan opportunities to use the school grounds, local 

environment and going further afield to conduct geographical fieldwork. When 

sessions lead to leaving the school grounds staff must adhere to Wakefield 

Authorities Risk Assessment procedures using Evolve, including any activities close 

to water.  

 

E-Safeguarding  

 

The geography policy and scheme of work adheres to the whole school E-

safeguarding Policy, when using Google images, Google Maps and other online 

research tools.  

 

Leadership of Geography 

 

The geography leader will follow the school’s subject leadership timeline to ensure 

that the monitoring and development of the subject is maintained at a high 

standard by:  

• Monitoring the Scheme of Work has clear timetabled teaching time 

throughout the term;  

• Moderate work samples with the pupils and/or teachers;  

• Discussions with pupils;  

• Conducting learning walks to observe the coverage and outdoor learning 

opportunities within geography;  

• Provide guidance to colleagues;  
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• Assist with maintaining and replenishing resources that are required within 

the budget; 

• Assisting staff to implement assessment throughout school;  

• Ensure that the Schemes of Work allow for progression across school;  

• Keep up to date with changes or new initiatives  

 

Teaching of Geography 

 

To enable our children to meet the intentions of the Geography Curriculum, it is 

delivered through topics where other programmes of study connect within it. 

Geography can be incorporated within other curriculum areas to enhance and 

develop skills further.  

 

Responsibilities of the teacher:  

• Teachers will use the Rising Stars scheme of work to plan and implement 

coherent and progressive lessons 

• Teachers use quizzes and other spaced retrieval activities to help children to 

remember and recall geographical facts and key information 

• Provide the opportunity for children to ask and answer geographical 

questions as well as discussing topical issues;  

• Knowledge organisers are shared with parents and children at home and 

used in lessons as starter or plenary activities 

• A geography working wall is used to share key facts, skills and vocabulary 

• Provide feedback to the children in accordance with the school policy  

• Links to the local area are established wherever possible to make the 

Geography curriculum bespoke and personal to our school 

• Prior learning in subjects is displayed in the classroom, wherever possible, so 

children and adults can refer to it throughout the year. Past learning is 

constantly revisisted to ensure children confidently recall key facts 

• Progression documents are used to ensure each year group is taught age-

appropriate skills, knowledge and vocabulary 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Links to Geography 

 

When teaching Geography, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development 

wherever possible. We encourage children to develop a sense of enjoyment and 

fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them.  

We also provide children with the opportunity to discuss moral questions and 

provide children with the ability to recognise the difference between right and 

wrong and promote an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about 

moral and ethical issues, understanding the viewpoints of others.  

Children’s social development is enhanced by encouraging children to 

participate in a variety of community events.  

The Geography scheme of work enables children to develop their understanding 

of different cultures by learning about and exploring the cultural influences that 

have shaped their own heritage and that of others. An interest in exploring, 
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improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths, traditions and 

cultural diversity is promoted. A deep interest in exploring, improving 

understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity, 

and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, 

as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and 

socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities is heavily 

promoted.   

 

 

 

 


