
Year 4 – Music Skills 
Knowledge Organiser – Mamma Mia!  

 

ABBA Key Knowledge 

Why are ABBA so famous? 

Mamma Mia! 

In this unit of work the children will examine the structure of songs, focusing on 

the style of ABBA. Part of this topic focuses on learning basic instrumental skills by 

playing tunes in varying styles. 

 
Pop music is a genre of popular music that originated in its modern forms in the 

USA and the UK during the mid-1950s. Pop songs appear to a general audience 

and encourage dancing by using dance rhythms. Pop songs are usually 

between 2 and a half to 3 and a half minutes long and usually have a simple 

structure that includes versus and choruses. 

• ABBA were trailblazers in pop music of the 70s and 80s. 

•  ABBA won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1974.  

• The band name ABBA was made up from the first letter of the band 

members names.  

• The band members were two married couples. A lot of the songs they 

had written and sang were about themselves.  
• The composition of ABBA’s music is studied in universities. 

•  Their musical style is very distinctive.  

• ABBA’s early work was influenced by Swedish folk music.  

• They are known for their disco and art rock styles, as well as the ‘mini-

musical’ within a song.  

• The band broke up in 1982 but are still very popular today – who knows 

if they will ever get back together? 
 

 

Key Instruments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Key Skills and Knowledge 

Prior Learning: 
EYFS: Develops preferences for forms of expression, creates movement in 

response to music, makes up rhythms, captures experiences and responses with 

music, represents thoughts and feelings of music. Children sing songs, make 

music and experiment with ways of changing them. 

Year 1: Rhythm, rap, Bossa Nova Latin- pulse, rhythm, pitch, pulse, types of 

music- Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Listen with concentration and 

understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music, recognise 

instruments and basic style indicators. Encourage discussions using musical 

language. Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of 

historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great 
composers and musicians.  

Year 2: Hands, Feet, Heart is a song written for children to celebrate and learn 

about South African Music, Blues, Latin, Folk, Funk, Baroque 

Year 3: Let Your Spirit Fly- R&B, Stage 1- Learning basic instrumental skills by 

playing tunes in varying styles, Three Little Birds-Reggae, Bring Us Together-Disco 

Music 

In this unit children will: 
• Explore the music and styles of the 70s and 80s  

• Focus on the style of ABBA and have the opportunity to listen to some of 

their music as well as research their background  

• Consider the structure of songs  

• Analyse performance  

• Learn basic instrumental skills  

• Play tunes in varying styles  

• Have an introduction to the language of music, theory and composition  

• Using scores / notation 

Musicians/Composers Key Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

What is rhythm and why is it so important?  

 

How can dynamics change a piece of music?  

 

What affect can the pitch have on a piece of music? 
 

Vocabulary  

Style all the different musical elements together 

instrumental  performed on an instrument with no vocals 

score a written representation of music including all parts of a piece  

notation a series or system of written symbols used to represent different things such as a piece of sheet music 

Accelerando  when the music becomes faster 

Rallentando  when the music becomes slower 

Rhythmic Pattern  anything that has a pulse that can be repeated 

Riff  

 

a short, repeated phrase usually used as an introduction to a song 


